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. SONDA IV LAUNCH PAD UNDER CONSTRUCTION
; BARREIRA DO INFERNO ROCKET RANGE, BRAZIL (SWN) |
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SIGNIFICANCE: A SONDA IV LAUNCH PAD WAS IDENTIFIED UNDER !
CONSTRUCTION AT BRAZIL'S PRIMARY ROCKET RANGE. (SWN) |
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2. . REMARKS: THE NEW LAUNCH PAD WAS IDENTIFIED IINDER CANQTRUATTIAN
| : AT THE BARREIRA DO INFERNO ROCKET RANGE
' + PREVIOUSLY, A LAUNCH PAD CONSTRUCTED IN 1987 WAS IDENTIFIED AS A

" POSSIBLE SONDA IV LAUNCH PAD. HOWEVER, ATTACHE REPORTING
INDICATES THAT THE PAD UNDER CONSTRUCTION WILL BE USED FOR THE
SONDA IV AND THAT THE PAD CONSTRUCTED IN 1982 WAS FOR AN
UNRELATED SOUNDING ROCKET PROGRAM. (SWN/NOFORN)
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INITIAL CONSTRUCTION FOR THE NEW PAD WAS FIRST OBSERVED IN- :

FEBRUARY 1983. IT WAS EXCAVATED ACROSS AN EXISTING ROCKET |

| LAUNCH PAD ON THE EASTERNMOST EDGE OF THE LAUNCH AREA. IT WILL {
BE APPROXIMATELY 42-BY 7-METERS IN DIMENSION WITH A RECTANGULAR |

SHAPE AND ORIENTED NE/SW. ALSO, EXCAVATIONS BETWEEN THE I

|

1

1

|

BLOCKHOUSE AND THE PAD SUGGEST THAT THE LAUNCH PAD IS GOING TO
BE CABLE CONNECTED TO THE BLOCKHOUSE. (SWN/NOFORN)

' ' THE SONDA IV IS A LARGE TWO STAGE, SOLID-PROPELLANT ROCKET
- CURRENTLY UNDER DEVELOPMENT AND WILL PROBABLY SERVE AS PART OF
- THE BRAZILIAN SATELLITE LAUNCH VEHICLE ALSO UNDER DEVELOPMENT.
- HOWEVER, THE SONDA IV COULD POSSIBLY BE USED AS A WEAPON 1
. DELIVERY SYSTEM. (SWN/NOFORN) 29X
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54. ' COLLATERAL REFERENCE: USDAO BRASILIA, 6 809 5039 83 BARREIRA DO |
’ INFERNO ROCKET LAUNCH FACILITY, MAY 83 (CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN) l
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These notes have been prepared for briefing purposes only and should not be used for detailed analytical work.

Their use should be restricted to the particular briefing board(s) they were prepared for and must be considered
valid only for the reporting period as indicated by the date of issue.
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